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ABSTRACT 
  
The research is intended to find out the difficulty level of objective test 
developed by English teachers. This study is descriptive because it describes the 
difficulty level of the English objective test used in school examination for the 
ninth grade students of SMP in Donggala on academic year 2014/2015. The 
population of this research was 23 English tests and the sample is English 
objective test used in school examination for the ninth grade students of SMP in 
Donggala on academic year 2014/2015, having 50 multiple choice items. The 
researcher used purposive sampling technique. The research instrument used was 
the English objective test used in school examination for the ninth grade students 
of SMP in Donggala on academic year 2014/2015 and students’ answer sheets. 
The difficulty level of the test is in medium level in 0.55 ranges, which means 
the criterion of this test is a good test, in terms of difficulty level. The result of 
this research recommends that classroom teachers or test makers when finding a 
high or low difficulty item, need to review which items that make the test too 
easy or too difficult and to revise good item for the next test. 
Keywords: difficulty level, objective test, teacher-made test 
Penelitian ini bertujuan menemukan tingkat kesukaran tes objektif. Penelitian ini 
merupakan penelitian deskriftif karena menguraikan tingkat kesukaran tes 
objektif yang digunakan dalam ujian sekolah. Populasi penelitian ini berjumlah 
23 tes bahasa Inggris dan menggunakan sample tes objektif bahasa Inggris yang 
digunakan dalam ujian sekolah untuk siswa-siswa kelas sembilan SMP di 
Kabupaten Donggala tahun ajaran 2014/2015, yang mengandung 50 butir soal 
pilihan ganda. Peneliti menggunakan teknik purposif dan instrument penelitian 
untuk mendapatkan data berupa tes objektif yang digunakan dalam ujian and 
lembar jawaban siswa. Tingkat kesukaran tes berada pada tingkat kesukaran 
sedang dengan indeks 0.55, yang menunjukkan bahwa kriteria tes ini baik 
berkaitan dengan tingkat kesukaran tes. Hasil dari penelitian ini 
merekomendasikan kepada guru-guru kelas atau para pembuat soal, ketika 
menemukan tingkat kesukaran butir soal yang tinggi atau rendah, agar meninjau 
butir soal manakah yang menyebabkan sebuah tes menjadi terlalu mudah atau 
terlalu sukar dan menyusun kembali butir soal yang baik pada tes berikunya.  
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INTRODUCTION 
In every stage of education, assessment plays an essential role. It is integrated in the 
school programs, so it contributes directly to the teaching and learning process and it provides 
information about the students’ development that can be used by teachers to accomplish learning 
task. According to Walvoord (2010), assessment is the systematic way to collect data about 
students’ performances in the learning process. Then, Salvia, Ysseldyke, and Bolt (2010) state 
that assessment is a procedure of collecting data in order to make decisions about students or 
schools. Therefore, assessment takes very important role because it is a must for the teachers to 
always concern with the quality of their instructional process and whether students have reached 
the instructional goals which have been stated.  
The teachers can provide instrument to collect data in assessment process, where they can 
evaluate consistently and accurately how effective their students have learned what has been 
taught. Teacher-made test is one such instrument. The teacher-made tests are constructed by the 
teachers to measure what students are learning or have learned. Moreover, there are two basic 
categories of test format: selection formats that request students to select a correct answer that is 
provided on the test and supply formats that request students to supply correct answers (Salvia, 
Ysseldyke, and Bolt, 2010). Further, selection format tests are called as objective tests and 
supply format tests are called as subjective tests. While, the tests that researcher analyzed in this 
research is the objective test. 
Once the teachers made tests, they should ensure that the tests have good quality to 
measure students’ learning process accurately. Therefore, there are three principles of language 
assessment to ensure the quality of the test; validity, reliability, and practicality (Brown, 2003). 
Besides these principles, the teachers should analyze whether the test can be involved as a good 
test or not by evaluating each item in that test. In this case, a procedure of evaluating every item 
to discriminate among good and poor items on a test is called as item analysis (Cunningham, 
2005). As a result, item analysis provides information about the effectiveness and the 
weaknesses of each item, which must be corrected. This information is useful in reviewing the 
test and it is essential in constructing a set of high quality items for the next test.  
Item analysis focusses on analyzing difficulty level, discrimination level, and 
effectiveness of distractor. Difficulty level deals with the proportion number of students who 
answered an item correctly (Assad and Hailaya, 2004). Further, by examining the difficulty level 
of each item, it can be assumed whether an item is included as easy, medium, or difficult item.  
There are some advantages of conducting item analysis. First, it informs the teachers 
which items need to be developed, revised or excluded. Next, it gives the teachers a feedback 
 E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol.   No.         3  
 
about his or her test item construction skills. Afterwards, it assists the teachers to develop their 
test-writing skill. Last, it provides feedback to the teachers about misunderstanding that students 
have learnt. If many students choose the same wrong answer, it may be assumed there was an 
inaccuracy in teaching (Cunningham, 2005). Therefore, the teachers should apply item analysis 
to ensure the quality of their tests.  
In referring to the advantages of the item analysis, the researcher conducted research about 
it. He believed that finding of this research will be very valuable for the teachers who make test. 
This research provided description and information about the item analysis on difficulty level of 
teacher- made test. He analyzed the difficulty level of English objective test developed by 
English teachers in Donggala, since the test is developed by English teachers in Donggala. The 
teachers arranged composition of the test from several handouts used in classroom teaching and 
some texts from the internet. The test is divided into reading and writing form, in accordance 
with indicators of Kisi-Kisi Ujian Nasional Untuk Satuan Pendidikan Dasar Dan Menengah 
Tahun Pelajaran 2014/2015 from Badan Standar Nasional Pendidikan (BSNP). 
The researcher chose to analyze the difficulty level of English objective test developed by 
English teachers in Donggala based on the results in preliminary observation conducted by the 
researcher. For instance, some teachers did not know how to conduct item analysis, only a 
teacher conducted item analysis, the test used in school examination is not analyzed yet, and 
some students said that there are items that are too difficult or too easy. Even though, the 
preliminary observation cannot be a comprehensive justification about the typical difficulty level 
of the teacher-made test in that school.  
METHOD 
This is descriptive because it describes the difficulty level of the objective teacher-made 
test for the ninth grade students in Donggala by analyzing the difficulty level of each item.  
The population of the research was tests used for the ninth grade students in Donggala and 
specifically involved tests used for schools in Rayon 2: SMP Negeri 1 Sirenja provided 1 test, 
SMP Negeri 3 Sirenja provided 3 tests, SMP Negeri 2 Sirenja provided 2 tests, SMP Negeri 2 
Sindue Tobata provides 4 tests, SMP Negeri 1 Sindue Tobata provided 3 tests, SMP Negeri 2 
Labuan provided 1 test, SMP Negeri 2 Sindue provided 2 tests, SMP Negeri 3 Sindue provided 3 
tests, SMP Negeri 1 Sindue Tombusabora provided 1 test, and SMP Negeri 1 Sindue provided 4 
tests. The total population is 23 tests. 
The researcher took sample by using purposive technique. The researcher considered 
selecting English test used in school examination for the ninth grade students of schools at 
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Donggala in academic year 2014/2015, since the test was objective and students’ answer sheets 
has been well documented, which provide more applicable information related to the topic. 
The researcher used two instruments that are; English objective test question paper used in 
school examination for the ninth grade students of schools at Donggala on academic year 
2014/2015 and students’ answer sheets for the ninth grade students of schools at Donggala on 
academic year 2014/2015. 
The researcher used documentary study as the technique of data collecting. He collected 
the English test question paper for the ninth grade of schools at Donggala in academic year 
2014/2015 and the students’ answer sheets. In analyzing the data, the researcher listed the 
students’ score which represent distribution score, then divided it into upper and lower group. 
Afterwards, the difficulty level of multiple choice items was counted (Assad and Hailaya, 2004). 
Next, the researcher computed the difficulty level of each item by applying the formula. 
Finally, the researcher computed whole items difficulty level by applying formula (Arifin, 2009). 
Finally, the result data are interpreted by the range of item difficulty level stated by Purwanto 
(2009), that is 0.00-0.19 (very difficult), 0.20-0.39 (difficult), 0.40-0.59 (medium), 0.60-0.79 
(easy), 0.80-1.00 (very easy). 
FINDINGS 
In this research, the researcher uses English objective test used in school examination for 
the ninth grade students of SMP in Donggala on academic year 2014/2015 and the students’ 
answer sheets as data sources. The objective test consisted of 50 multiple-choice items. The 
researcher uses 120 students’ answer sheets, divides them into two groups which are upper and 
lower group based on the score, and analyzes the students’ response to find out the difficulty 
level of each test items. The test items index of difficulty can be seen in Table 1: 
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Table. 1 Test Items Index of Difficulty 
Test Item Index of Difficulty Test Item Index of Difficulty 
1 0.81 26 0.58 
2 0.83 27 0.51 
3 0.78 28 0.58 
4 0.63 29 0.82 
5 0.48 30 0.53 
6 0.59 31 0.51 
7 0.76 32 0.53 
8 0.64 33 0.38 
9 0.79 34 0.50 
10 0.53 35 1.00 
11 0.70 36 0.67 
12 0.56 37 0.36 
13 0.52 38 0.48 
14 0.71 39 0.60 
15 0.65 40 0.41 
16 0.68 41 0.60 
17 0.25 42 0.48 
18 0.08 43 0.21 
19 0.26 44 0.48 
20 0.23 45 0.33 
21 0.64 46 0.34 
22 0.82 47 0.33 
23 0.28 48 0.25 
24 0.63 49 0.55 
25 0.88 50 0.53 
 
Subsequently, the researcher calculates the difficulty level of the whole items in the 
English objective test used in school examination for the ninth grade students of SMP in 
Donggala by using the formula (Arifin, 2009), the result is 0.55 (Medium). 
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Here is the test items classification based on the difficulty level; Item number 18. included 
in very difficult level in range 0.00 - 0.19 with total 1 test item (2%), item number 17. 19. 20. 23. 
33. 37. 43. 45. 46. 47. 48. included in difficult level in range 0.20 - 0.39 with total 11 test items 
(22%), item number 5. 6. 10. 12. 13. 26. 27. 28. 30. 31. 32. 34. 38. 40. 42. 44. 49. 50. included in 
medium level in range 0.40 - 0.59 with total 18 test items (36%), item number 3. 4. 7. 8. 9. 11. 
14. 15. 16. 21. 24. 36. 39. 41. included in easy level in range 0.60 - 0.79 with total 14 test items 
(28%), item number 1. 2. 22. 25. 29. 35. included in very easy level in range 0.80-1.00 with total 
6 test items (12%). 
DISCUSSION 
Finding valid data is necessary to provide comprehensible judgment about student’s 
performance in evaluation activity. It specifies feedback to the teacher about students’ 
difficulties, assists in curriculum development, reviews the items, and enhances item writing 
skills. In case of that, the teacher or test maker should ensure that the test has a good quality and 
every item operates properly.  
By investigating students’ response to the items, the level of difficulty of each item can be 
identified. It is accomplished by accumulating students’ responses to each item so it will be 
recognized which items were valuable and worthless for the test. An effective test item should 
not be too easy or too difficult, since the item that is extremely easy or difficult will produce 
identical distribution score. Hence, it will be tricky to recognize dependable differences in 
achievement between the students who have performed well and those who have performed 
poorly.  
According to the data of item analysis result in difficulty level, it can be discovered that of 
the 50 items, there are 6 test items involves in very easy level of difficulty that range from 0.80 
to 1.00. These items are 1, 2, 22, 25, 29, and 35. Both upper and low group answered them 
mostly correct. There are some reasons which support these 6 test items involve in very easy 
item. First, the answers already printed in the text that provides clues to the students. Another 
one is that the item proposes easy identifiable vocabularies and familiar kind of text to the 
students as a result the students do not need much effort to discover the right option. The last is 
the destructors used to distract the right option perform poorly and out of context. 
Furthermore, there are 14 test items regarded as easy level that the range 0.60 to 0.79. 
These items are 3. 4. 7. 8. 9. 11. 14. 15. 16. 21. 24. 36. 39. and 41. These test items are easy ones 
in view of the fact that vocabularies used were easy and familiar to the students. Therefore, the 
students only require doing simple analysis to find answer from the text. Afterward, the right 
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answer already written in the text gives a recognizable clue to the students. Consequently, there 
are many students from both upper and lower group answered the items correctly. 
Next, there are 18 test items included in medium level, which the range 0.40 to 0.59. These 
items are 5. 6. 10. 12. 13. 26. 27. 28. 30. 31. 32. 34. 38. 40. 42. 44. 49. and 50. These items can 
be categorized as good test item since they are in medium level that means almost of the upper 
group answered correctly and only some of the lower group answered correctly the question.  
Moreover, there are 11 test items regarded as difficult level, with the range 0.20 to 0.39. 
These items are 17. 19. 20. 23. 33. 37. 43. 45. 46. 47. and 48. In addition, there is 1 test item 
included in very difficult level, with the range from 0.00 to 0.19. These item is 18. These test 
items are difficult and very difficult level since only a few students from upper and lower group 
answered correctly.  
For the whole items difficulty level, the test has the difficulty level in the amount of 0.55 
which is included in medium level. For the conclusion, the researcher interprets that English 
objective test used in school examination for the ninth grade students of SMP in Donggala on 
academic year 2014/2015 belongs to medium level in difficulty. In other words, the test has a 
good difficulty level. 
CONCLUSION 
Both data analysis and discussion above show that the test items included in very easy 
level 12% (6 test items), in easy level 28% (14 test items), in medium level 36% (18 test items), 
in difficult level 22% (11 test items), and in very difficult level 2% (1 test item). Overall, the 
difficulty level of the test is in medium level in 0.55 ranges. The English objective test used in 
school examination for the ninth grade students of SMP in Donggala on academic year 
2014/2015 has medium level of difficulty, which means the criterion of this test is a good test in 
terms of difficulty level.  
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